RETURN  TO  THE  HADHRAMAUT  AND  THE  FIRST  MOVE

Aden, dealings with the tribes whose relations were under the super-
intendence of the Aden Residency (whence the term Aden Protectorate)
were necessarily limited mostly to tribes geographically near to Aden,
and the Hadhramaut and the Mahra country were left very much to their
own devices.

Though the Kathiri country was in the British sphere, it depended
little on die Qu'aiti and it was not till 1918 that the Qu'aiti-r-Kathiri agree-
ment was concluded, whereby the Kathiris recognized the 1882 Treaty as
binding on themselves. Such then was the political situation.

The problem was not easy. On the credit side, the country was more
advanced than the Western Protectorate, and there was a large and increasing
part of the population which had had contacts with the world and seen the
benefits of settled administration in the East Indies, East Africa and otter
. places. There was a more than embryonic show of good order and
organized government in Qu'aiti territory, and the Sultan had displayed a
growing tendency to provide education and social services. In Kathiri
circles there was an influential body of opinion which desired to establish
peace and good order, and there was also a large expenditure by the rich
on public and social services. In tribal circles a desire had been expressed
for direct British rule.

But on the debit side there was, outside the towns, a state of internecine
war, which had lasted longer than history; and no sort of justice at all*
In addition to all die usual tribal jealousies there was mistrust between the
two countries of Qu'aiti and Kathiri and the latter, now confined to the
interior, was harassed by the former, which was more powerful apd, holding
the ports, held the key to the situation.

It seemed to me that the first essentials were to establish peace and good
order in Kathiti territory, particularly in that part which lay in the mate
Hadhramaut wadi from just east of Shibam to just east of Tarim, and to
remove the mistrust between the Qu'aiti and Kathiri and establish a mote
helpful attitude on the part of the senior partner in the Hadhramaut

To this md I recommended that the Kathiri should be helped to establish
a force of two hundred Tribal Guards, supplied by us with rifles and ammuafc
tion and inspection by a British officer, and by them with a trained Arafr
instructor. Guarantees were to be given that this force should never -fig
used against the Qu'aiti. Then I proposed that with similar
. the Qu'aiti army should be properly equipped and trailed at the
expense. As a condition of this assistance I thought the Qu'aiti
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